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The Pre face. 


| | meant it not of Death m . 
it TElf, but as it tranſ= 
| emits us t0 a Petter Life 
| beyond it. But alas ! how 
3 few are there that exer= 
| ciſe their Thoughts upon 
| ſuch a Subjeft !' ſmce-the 
3 generality of Men do live: | 
| tanquamſemper-vi= | 
| Qturi, : as: though they. 
| were to live here a ways, 


| their Souls and Bodies 
Crag periſhrogether 


Withe | 


| orrather as if: they thought | 


| in: ſuch + Contemplatiols: 1 


$ "The Preface. © 
| without the hopes of a Rea q 
ſarreftion. And tho LE ife , 
and Immortality be 
| brought to light by 

the Goſpel, Jet even | 
the Profeſſors of i it do too I 


little exerciſe their minds | 


| Sometimes. perhaps” the © 
| Goffes and Troubles they | 
| meet with here below,niay. © 
force” their" thoughts up=. | 
wards,” arid induce "them © 
to 10 think, on that unmnter= | 
A 3 ——_ 


© LThePrefaca F 
| rupted Peace and Felicity 
| they expect hereafter , but 
| this 48 uſually but Nos 
| mentanea Philoſos- 
| phia, Calvin. and they | 


* former-courſe of + minding | 
b _ roars whit 
| the ſtrangeſt of all,thoſe 

| that have 7 good Aſ= 
| ſurance of an Intereſt in 
| 4 future Life of Bleſſed= 
3 neſs, and have expertenced 
| the Comfortable Be- 
SB o1N= 


| preſently return to their | 


gintings of it here, yet | 
as they*too ſeldom employ | 
their thoughts about 1t;Þo | 
they are too often unwilling | 
to depart hence, that they | 
my enter m- and. paſſes * 
wo] know if one  [N0tttt * 
come to any of them, -antl 
ak them, It they-be * 
willing to go 'to : 
_ Heaven? they would | 
preſently ho ,. YES) | 
with all their hearts! 
but if Death look, them:un | 
iq fd 4. . 00 


; : of / L o* - * 


| the Face m a fit of. Stck= | . 
| \nef6 or ſome. other *emiment | 
| Danger, then they recou, 
| "and entertain the thoughts 
| 'of it with great reluftancy; | 
| then Heaven 1s beſreged 

| "8th earneſt and repeated 

| "Prayers for their Deli= © 
* Verance, and if their Re= 
| queſts be pranted', and 
| their Lives continued,not= 
| withſtanding the pronenefi 
| of: : Men: to: Ingratitude | 
| and forgetfulneſi of God's 


| erctes, 
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Adore.” et * ſcalp Mts 
an: this Occaſion they. are. 
very free .and- hearty in. 
therr arkuowledgments; | 
Thu 1.4 thing T have | 
| favtiner wondred - at: "ant 
Serions 'Ghriſtians ; who | 
have profeſs.d' themſelves | 
to be Strangers: and. ! 
Pilgrims here, -:and |} 
to ſeek a Sees ; 
Country, and Jet. cond 
look apon: the continuance. 


of their Exile ima Ward | 
ES 8, 


"I" 
4 eat » 4 wh -<. 
ION AIIINE 7 ES. A9 "0 
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F FEhbe Preface. PF 
| fullof Sin and Sorrow, | 
| as ſo great a Mercy. 4s |: 
| if they ſhould Jay, Lord. 
| we bleſs: and praiſe 
|. thy Name that thou 
 haſtnotyetmade us | 
| perfectly happy ; we 
admire thy Good- 
- nefs and Mercy to- 
| wards us in length- | 
3 ve our Exile | 
| and Bondage, and. 
| continuing us a lit-'| 
| tle longer. abſent. 

XÞ from | 


: i a : ng ” EF 
; | , P p : E _ - 
- 
& E 4 q 
W * C F . 


- mighteſt ere - this : 


_ able BliG and Glory: 
* Thou mighteſt* ere 


"wes FF” RS WW. 


ub into. a; {tate of | 


diſobey'd thyRigh> 
teous Laws,no more-1 


from thy Self. Tho | 


have brought usts } 
a full enjoyment/of | 
thy Self in unſpeak- E 


this have brought Þ 


perfet Putirty and | 
ſhould nomore have-! 


have. ! 


| ThePretce. Þ 
F= ve. grieved thy | 
; #5 Ser1&1T,no {| 
| thy. G ee wn, 
| voy race, but have. 
(+ ne} ont Fryer 
pn Serving and 
$ moying Thee to | 
FP | 2 =p thou 
, « dy graciouſly 
| Picaicd. to continue 
es little longer in 
1 ” f; Vale of Sin and 
Tai", where we 
onal ſtill be expos'd. | 

"TIE to } 


7 The Preface. \} 
to the Temptations 
'| of Satan, and fre= : 
| quently be over=-' 
| come by them;:; 

where we {hall ftill 
_ | beover-bornby our ! 
T own Corruptions,;6e ; 
by our Sins- ofters} 
| provoke theeito An-" 
_ geragainſtus;where 
we ſhall ftill feel the: 
effects of our Sins! 
and of thy Diſplea=- ? 
fure for them in! 
thole 


=_ _ 4 <4 D-> n — 


-thc ſemany troubles | 
and ca gue we. 


tad our w_—_ 
| _ thou'haſt-gi< 
| Ver Us; chopes. that 
thou wilt- not yer 
aehver us. ©&c, Bur 
» unſuitable-is: rhis 
tothe Profeſſion thar 
ay made of de. _ 
aring to depart, and 
-be: with Chriſt, 
which 


ſtians did but EL | com: 
* fader "the \deceitfy 


FE: 


ny 


ur ops Hearts'y' 
much of 'the- 
of 1 ife and of Ea 


. 


| F754 4 pt of Men, it 
ould make them ready to 
beft -the moſt - planfible. 
wes for their:defires of = 
iLife. Among which | 
rezs none of more feem=. 
peioht than their un= 
preparedneſs for Death : to 
#8 | T5 1 hT Anſwer, that the 
IPerifans I am ſpeaking to 
are: ſuppos d to becalready 
( ſome 
epared for it ;or je 


& 


p Fay 5 8 


eo eat nt Wn no RXECHAE 
# x 
* © 


tt _ Indeed be res | 
| preſumption todefire to * 
| leave thu World when they 
 are-not qualified for being A 
| happy in another. But thoſe 
| that have experienc'd 4 rex; 
| al aork of Grace poli 
| hearts, that have found... 
their own Souls thoſe Pri= 7 
mitie Regni, the Santtifys ? 
ing Operations of the | p y y 
Spirit , tis impoſſuble | for-. 

themtomiſcarry-Such ſouls | 

have a natural Tend Cy. 


b* & ONE towards 


E | ms we are to be- for 
” dots bighty concern. every 


; __ allotted to them-t0 
2 the 
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is : ea that fate | 
| eve) » and - therefore tt 


one: t0\amprove the time of © 


| 


. | the beſt: advantage; and 
' to make themſelves as reaes | 


4 


; p 
| dy: 45; they can; ybteoT | 


; apould : aefire them to con 
| fider.that ſuch 12 the ben 
 witching Nature-of- \t bis | 
| we: live-in it , the, more | 


' leave it ; and that dength | 
- of time will not only ine. 
creaſe our. Graces, vu 1 
alſo \ diſcover .our Core 
ruptions, /o that what | 
| ever. 


villine 0 
oly and"! eternally 
PPy., was the de 
* compoſing” the enſuing 


T 4 


Were 


iſcellanies', which | 


FY 


F 


» } ({« 


"were Written at. ſever, 
' times, and are now ſe= 


” 


forviees 70" - this- 
all not: altogeth 


_ tween two, þ 


' .. and ro. be with Chy 'Þ. 

.. better. | 7. 
14/22. 'Tord1 how &-it that thou _ 
- wil rap tf = he unto us, and not 

unto the World | IT E 
and depart , iy 7 


waking »n the Morning. 49 
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| Upon my Indifpoſedneſs ta write to a. 
Friend. __ 6 | 
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[+ For where. your F; zeaſure' i, 0p 4 
| will your Hearts be alk. FR 


| 7 Rs and beaker 6h 
WB 


. my-Soul, that thowart ach | 

| a Stranger to.a\-He 
\ Life : That. thou ſhould'{; be 1. 
 eareful and fallicicous about the ; 
things of. this World, and foi.te-- 
_gardle(s of the aifairs of: Heaven, 
and the concerns of Etersity.. Doſt / 

_- thou behave ” haſt a Troqfite 
2 -__ 


> FFT 


4 "> criptural Meditations. 


: in Heaven, why then is'not thy 
- Heart there alſo? How is it that | 
: _ Thou doſt ſo ſeldom think on itz | 
© but xhy mind is continually .run- 
| ning upon Earthly Vanities. Doſt | 
| thou'prexend'to'be a Stranger and 
” a Pilgrim on Earth, and yet art 
* thou for building Tabernacles, and 
wilt thou fay .( or at leaſt think ) 
It ® good to be here?  Doft thou 
| pretend to: be 7rave/ling to a bet- ' 
| ter Country, and wilt thou never- 
* think wbither thou art going, nor 
' Spend a.thought on thy Journey's 
1nd? _—_ believe —* 
isgone | re to prepare a Manfton 
| pn _ would 1 Fro not do well | 
by a .ontemplation to” go 
and fee whether thou ſhalt like 54 
- Dwelling'?- Surely /it would be 
worth" the while” to aſcend the. 
_ and. take a view of the 
Heavenly 1 


| Secriptural Meditations. 5. 
_ | .it make thee long ro be there; and”? 


| fo thow maiſt have a part in the: 


| . would all Aﬀitions ſeem when 


| would'ſt thou bear them; and*be: : 


Heavenly Canaan. 'How' would: * 
be willing to do or ſuffer any thing? ? 


Inheritance of thofe that are: ſan-' * 
 Afied?: How would ir make thee* 
deſpiſe the World, and all'the Fo- : 
nours, Profits, and: Pleaſures of it > .; 
How little would they then ap» ? 
pear in thine eyes! How: tight - 


thou knoweſt thar they will work ? 
__ out for thee ſuch an; exceeding” : 
weight of Glory > How patiently: * 


fully fatisfied with this, That Zeas: 
ven will make amends forall. > * 
_ + LORD bring me-out of--this' * 
. worſe than Egyptian Slavery and: * 
Bondage ; this bondage'to $7x and: : 
| Satan; this Sodom, out of which: 
I am fo loath to depart; and let * 

| | B 3 _ .mey 


pt 
fr 


6 Scriptaral Meditations. 


; me; eſcape to the Mountains. - Let 
me no; more long after the Fleſb--. 
| pots of - Fgy pr, but ler me taſt the 
ſieetneſs of Spiritual Marra. Oh | 
"that I could ſometimes go -( with' | 
| the Spies) to ſearch the Promiſtd 
l , and cur down a Cluſter of 
| Grapes: at the Brook Eftco!, which: 
| would-make me long for the full 
| Vintage. Lord help me -to fer 
* my affections on things above, and: 

© not on things on earth. . Alas ! 
| what is there here that deſerves a _ || 
* heart > And what heart does'nor | | + 
ewe all its; Love to thee? Lord 

" gram that IT may fay from my 

| very heart, Whom have 7 in hea- 

| pen: but thee, and there is none up- 
ow earth -7 defere _ in compariſon of 

* thee. © Be thou my Portion, and | 
| the Lot of my Inheritance, andÞ . 
, __ well ſay, The lines are fallen 


to | 


. | a goodly beritage. And grant that I 
'| my ſelf a Treaſure in Heaven, and 


|  Seriptural Meditations." 7 
| .to me in pleaſant places, and I have 
now art length I may lay up for. . 


then my Heart will be there alſo. 


IE” 
—_—_— — 


PHILIP. ]. 23. 


Fer 1 am- in a ſtrait betwixt two, 
having a defire to depart, and to } 
be with Chriſt, which is far bet» | 

* Ei $3. 'Y 


FFHAT is there in this 

4 World-thar ſhould make. : 
us fo loath to leave it> Is Panity 
and Yexation of Spirit ſo Defirable? 
And there js. nothing elſe to. be 
found here. -- Nothing but cares : 
and tronbles, wants.and loſſes, croſſes | 
and diſappointments to be met with 
7 in ; 


'S Swipturel Meditations, 


E in'this Life. - That which we call 
” Contentment, how often do we ſeek 
 and-hunt after it in vaio? And no 
* wonder, ſince we ſeck tor it where 
| 1t-15not to be found. We are apt 
to thiok *ris in ſuch or ſuch an En» 
 joyment, and all our endeavours 
" are bent to gain that, and we. 
| fondly think, Oh if we had but 
Bus a. thing, then we ſhould. be '| 
*bappy ! Whereas.if God be; pleaſed 
to grant our defires, we often find 
© thoſe very Enjoyments whiich ap». 
| peared ſo C harming , to b# empty . 
_ of. that Comfort-we. expected in 
them, or elfe ſo maty Croſſes do. 


attend. them, as. mbiztters all the | 


ſweetneſs that is in them. And 
" after all this, we muſt. part with 
- them, and *the Grzef and Sorrow | 
_. which attends the Loſs of them is 
x atey [ca and - longer " | 

- rac 


E 


"F "tnpents Meditations IF 4 


| the pleaſure we &njoyed in them: .; 
WHO then would ſer - their 
hearts upon the Ginbone op | 
empty. fading, periſhin m 
nr; re of his Life, and | 
get rather defire 10 depart, and:to | ] 
be with Chriſt, which is far better? - 
| + The Joys of Heaven are; real and - 
© Gina, full and ſatisfaftory, pare | 
and wumixed, conſtant and immor- | 
tal. There all cears ſhall bewip'd | 
away from our- eyes,- and 
and figþing ſhall flee away and | 
. heard of no more-for ever. There 
we ſhall be free fromall parus.and - 
. fickneſſes of body, and all trouble 
and perplexity of mind. There we - 
ſhall be free from. all the tempra- ; 
tions of the World, the Fleſh, and * 
the-Devil. There we ſhall be free © 
from all Sin, and the fears of God's | 
diſpleaſure tor it. There. we ſhall } 


B 5 ' meet : 


ST SS ww Fs Ry 


' 1o Scriptural Meditations. 


2 meet with all our Friends and Re- 
* lations that are gone before us; 
| there we ſhall meer and never part 


F be with Chriſt,” which is far 
better than all; and- in him enjo! 
| unſpeakable,  unconceivable Bliſs 
and Happineſs to all Eternity. 
© LORD»: grant that as I do, or 
E atleaſt ought to defire to depart, 
| fo-I-may be alfo ready, that when | 
| (ever 'thou--comeſt, thou maiſt 
| find-me watching, and ſay unto 

| me, Well-done! Enter into thy | 
_—_ Joy 


10. But above all, there we 


4 | + W HPF "+ ; 
Scriptural Meditations: rt 


F TTY 


Jo oOHN XIV. 22. 
| "Lord! how # it that thou wilt ma- | 
TE: nifeſt” thy ſelf unto Us, and not | 
| unto the _ g E 3 


ELL aiighs the Diſciples ] 


wonder at this condeſcen-' © 


| al and diſtinguiſhing Love of _ 
ther Lord and Maſter. . And yet - 
his Promiſe immediately before (as 
alſo his Prayer afterwards) was ? 
_ hor defign'd to reſpet them only, 
but al that ſhall believe in him © 
hae h their word. He that hath 
ommandments, (faith he) and” 
Eepeth them, ( whoſoever he be to 
the World's end ) he-it i that bo- 
'| wveth me; and he that loveth me, 
|. fba# be loved of my Father, and TI : 


will - 


02 2 ; Scriptural Meditations. 


| will love bim, and will manifeſt my 
F © wto him. 1 will ſhew him my 


” Glory »ow in ſome meaſure, and | 


| I will pray the Father that he may 

be. with. me and ſee my Glory 
5 ter... I -will, not only: Love 
2 him, but I will manifeſt that Love 


* to him, and let him ſee and feel 


z It, and. the happy effects of it. 


And is this themanner of .Mento | 


| . deal fo familiarly with their Ser- 
| _Vants? And is it not much more. 
” wonderful that the Lord of Life 
- and Glory ſhould ſo far condeſcend 
'- asto wn, himſelf to poor deſpi- || 
cable Worms! Have we not. reaſon ' 
to cry out. with the P/almi/t, Lord, 
what i man, that thou art mindful 
| of bim? and the ſon of man, that 
thou vifiteſt. him £ 
| But this is. not all; for this is | 
A peculiar favour to his kk 
7 67 


i He is. pleas'd to. manifeſt himſelf | , 
| Io tbem, and not unto the World. 
| Vato: them he turns -the- bright | 
| :{fide of the Cloud, while others, 


ms ©, '® YN XV ki X 


of Heaven, but to. others it uw not | 
given. Oh, how. may' we admigg | 
this diſtinguiſhing | Love..of-/ our | 


' we (how can we but;)..rejoyce-ig | 


| forts to feed and - feaſt, our Souls 


WEE or ds 


| criptural Meditations. 


like the Zgypriavs, are in darkneſs. ; 
To you..(tays he.):.it i given to | 
know the Myſteries of the X ingdom | 


Diviae Redeemer! and, how, may 


it-! As he once faid to his Diſciples; : 
I have meat to cat which: ye. know 


nof of ; So; may we. fay-to- the .. 
World, We, ha Spiritual :Com © 


with, . which--you. know +net».of, ? 
No, our Joys are ſuch as Strangers Þ 
do. not intermeddle with.” *Tis-not ; 
only Propriety,.: but Pecwliarity I 
wiuch a ds iweetnels to all our | 
- Enjoy -"1 


Ng, 


"4 | Seriptural Meditati zone.” 


We are thine, thon never bareſt rule 
over them, they were not called by 


| S- al. 47. 20. 


: tified with: our Portion, bur are 


2 thewicked: ? If we have Joys which 
| theydo not ineermeddle with, why 
| ſhould we defire to intermeddte 
| -with theirs? Are not ours _betrer, 
}- or would wwe. change with them 2 
| Sarely-no=" why" then-are we not 


| Lot*#hd Portion? [If *the Lord be 


. _ but ſay, *7be Tines are fallen to 


b. bt and" both are WV 


| Ga fr If.63.19. Hehath wor | 
alt fo with any Naval and as for 

ts they have not” known” 

| And why then are we not '% 


to envy the enjoyments of- 


\ abundantly *concenmted with our 
* our Portion, theo ſurely. we can- 
pede? places, and we have. 


ES goody TO And how .can - 
we 


b. = _ Y S” F EY 
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any condition? May he not” fay 


FF" Serigtaril diaries; I *L 


- | we be fad or tronbled}Does the Sun { 
| of Righteouſneſs ſhine | upon us, | 
|| and can we hang down'our Heads? - 
' Does our dear Redeemer ſmile up- | 


on us, and can we be ſorrowful in 


to-us, as Elkavah did. to Hannah, Bi 


7 i thy countenance ſad 8 Am not | 
I better to thee than ten Sons, than 


ten Friends? Could Micah fay of 


his Idols, Te have taken away my 

Lods, ind what have I more # "as 4 
p ye ak what aileth me? And may 
not. we better ſay,: Ye cannot take 


. . away our God, but we have-his } 
comfortable preſence with us, and 


what can we have more, or how - 
can we ail any thing ? Could Dio- 1 
genes, being ask'd ' by Alexander, : 
(who it ſeems ſtood betwixt him 


. and the Sun) what he would re- | 
| queſt of him, and he ſhould have 


it, 3 
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it, could he anſwer, Nunc quidem 2s 
| paululum a Sole abfis. At preſent | 
- only tand out of my Sunſhine? Cie | 
cero.* And can we defire any thing 
more than the warming comlorta» 
ble beams of the Sun -of Righte- 
| ouſneſs? And would it-not better 
- become us than it did him to re-# 
- fuſe and contemn all thoſe-vain 
| Pleaſures, Profits, . and Ho:ours, | 
* Which would obſcure the-light of 
God's Countenance, and. hide his 
7 trom us? | 

©, Oh Lord! Lift but. thou up the ; 
. ar. of thy, Countenance -upon 
|. mc, and it,will-put joy and glad- 
' nels inco my. Heart more than - | 
. When: Corn-,and Wine ( and all 
onner ammlones) increaſed. 


Hens 
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+: they have.been told over and over E 
_ of the Experiences of af men, in * 
| al ſtates and conditions, and in aft © 


hopes of pa. ms Reſt and Satisfa- | 
S yet ſuch is, the incredulit of .men, 


5 S an amazing hing to} 
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MICAH TM. 10. 
| griſe ye, and depart, for this 1s not f 


your reſt. 


conſider the perverſeneſs.of 
n, that nothing can beat them 
from expeCting Reſt'and Hap» * 
<br in this World, nor. perſwade F 
them to ſeek it in a. better, Tho! 


Ages, how they have been crofsd : 
in all their purſuits .after Happi- 
neſs, and diſappointed. of all their 


tion in any t here below; 


that 


| #ntly. convince them arc ancepabl | 
Wn @- x 


. - 
2 # 
«. 
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| that they will nos believe the At- | 
teſtations of thoſe that have gone .| 
.. before them, but they muſt needs} 
| try themſelves before they will be 
{_ convinced of a Truth ſo univers 
|  fally owned and acknowledged,” 
And it were well if even that | 
| would fatisfie them, but alas it will 
| not; for tho' they have made the - 
; Experiment thetnſelves again and | 
' again i0-vain, and have met with © 
Nothing bat. croſſes and diſappoint». ! 
ments all their days hitherto, yet: | 
'- Will they not ſay, 7hert u no hope, 
- but will lay the faolt on the was | 
' Tice of- Enemies, or unfaithfulveſs 
of Friends, or their own Impru- 
| wlexce, or any thing but the Yarity 
- of the things themſelves, which” 


| one/ would think ſo much dear- 
bought Experience might ſuffict- 
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of: affording them rhat Comfort _ 
: [and SarisfaQtion they - expeRted- 

[from them. And this were ſtil. 
| more excuſable if they had never 
'| heard of*a place where this Reſt- 


. | is certainly to be found; nor had 


go) TT o—n— aSTM _—_—_—_” 


ever been ſhewn the way to obtain 

it. But even thoſe that know 
| this, and pretend to believe” chat 
| Heaven is a place of perfe# Reſt' : 
S | and Happineſs, and ſeem to make 
i ittheir buſineſs to walk in the way 
_ | themfelves for the obtaining 
- | enjoyment of it, yet even thoſe  - 
| are unwilling to ariſe and depart, 
-| unwilling to be where they are- 


te-it, and to endeavour toqualifie. | 


| fare to be perfeftly and eternally 


Happy. 


| were clear in this matter, when ; 


BUT why (O my Soul) doſt 
thou thus accuſe others, as if thou' 


alas! 


and I 


Notwithſtanding -thou_ haſt mzt 


with.ſo large a Portion of Afﬀiidi. | 


. ons, which might have weaned thee 


from this World, and- make thee | 


_ defirous of a+ better. But alas, 
how little of thoſe: Effets have 
they produced in thee > How lit- 
| tle haſt thou chang'd thy Opinion: 
of: thoſe earthly. things > Some+. 


| courſe, and reneweſt thy vain pur- 


 ſuirs after that which has always | | 
|} deluded thy expeCations. Ti. 


' alas! thou art equally involved in, | 
the ſame guilt with other men? 


Es 6 - 


” times indeed thou makeſt fad Com-. 
| plaints of the emprinefi of Earthly 
| Comforts, and of the wvaxzty and. | 
| . Vexation that attends: all worldly 
| - enjoyments,- but this is only 1n a | 
| pet,. upon ſome great Croſs and | 
Diſappointmenit,when the afllitive 
* ſenſe of it isworn off a little, thou 
| - preſently -returneſt to thy old. 
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* Seriptural Meditations. © 2 I s 1 


p we Io Toy onde Nexus * 3 Theocr. 


* doſt thou ſtill -follow that © 
which alway s flies from thee? Ps | 


which i is not in Nature. 


- Credule, quid fruftrl ſn 2 


fugacia captas? = 


Quod petis, eff maſt .Ovid. 
Met. 3. 


"Why then doſt thou not ariſe by EE 
a Contemplation of Peace, - and- - 
| Reſt, and Happineſs, which if 
- rightly ſought will never deceive : 
thee, will a never fruſtrate thy ex- 
 -peQtations, but abundantly-ſatufe _ 
| them and exceed them > Thou pre- - 
tendeſt to ſeek a better Comtry, 


even an Heavenly, 'but how is it. q 
then that thou art fo little con-" - 


cern'd and. ſollicitous abour it? © 
| that it has fo little room in thy 


_ heart, 
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heart, ſo fall a ſhare in thy | 
thoughts and deſires? And why hi 
. .then art thou for building Taber. | 4 
 HQacles here? Is a ſtravg * Land 6 'N 
defirable to thee? Are es ſuch |. 
Charms in a Fareg Sm e Coun-f Y 
try, ina barren. Wilderneſs afford- | 
ing nothing bur Briars and Thorns, | 
- Serpents and- Scorpions, as to make | -1 
thee careleſs and undefirous of the|- 
. Heavenly Canazr, a Land flowing |' £ 
__ wkh, big than Milk and Honey?! 
 _ -Aplaceof uninterrupted Peace and 
»Refſt, Here thou haft no contime-| - 
| ug City, and while thou art here|. . 
',thon meeteſt with norhing bur ls FG 
-bour, an3J toil, and trouble, but 


, nz 


1 locus urbu erit requies ea cer | , 
laborum. Virg. 


© Her thou art always verplanigh "if 
Os ſelf with rain hopes and fears,| -- 


and 


IJ od” OS yah ON 
FS away ALES 

[ge 8 £4 : 
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iy | 


nd canſt not quietly enjoy thoſe 


FMeditations. 2 7 * 


by [lizele Comforts thou might ſome- 
er. | times have, for thinking of what 
On oy came hereafter, but there - 


PSS 
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Thou pretendeſt to be _ to'a 


'S, 
of 
id 
io 2 
$5 


Ne cares oth ye their free 

thoughts | } 

. The buſtneſs of the place is fo ene | 

© joy. TLare.* 4 

Here thou art perpetually roſt.on 

+4 reſtleſs Sea, of trouble and dif- 

| quier, but ; 

Us parta quies : _anldits. mark I 
_—_— | 


r arandum ; 


 'Arva neque Arſe nl, Jong « cre» 4 


FF dentia retro- 


Querenda. Virg. 


"Kingdom, but hqww forgetfulart thou” | 
of © thine | tarice? And what - 
need haſt thou to be awakened 1 
with = - I 


bs -Heu regwi Terumgue oblite PIR 


rum { Virg. - Awake 4 


FRE ' Scriptural Meditations. © 


Awake then, O my Soul, os 
roveling in the Duſt, but ariſe and 
ie away,' at leaſt in thy thoughts | 
ti defires, to thy Inherichnbe ,thy : 
Ko gdom, thy Country, thy Reſt- 7 
Slice For as God never reſted 
| of he had. made Man, fo Man will ? 
never find true Reſt till he cOdne | 
to enjoy God. 
LORD, raiſe up my thoughts 
_ abovethis tempeſtuous and tumuls! 
tuous World, and grant that: all} 


thoſe Crofſes,and Diſappointments, * [8 s 
and Troubles, and Afiiions il 
- meet with here, may at length of | + 


ficiently wean me from this world, | 


and make me weary of it, ſo chat | 


I niay heartily deſire, Oh chat it 
had the wings of a Dove, then would | 


7 ve away and be at reſt. 


; 
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as. 5 Abd. 


\_ Þ-Find- chat an Zamortal Soul. 
-_ "B.:;-cannot be: fatisfied. with lee, 
1 >» \than:an. Eternal; Happineſs? 
| . Tho'.\fonie degenerate'Souls: chap, © 
are drowned in Plicaſureiand:Sens.” 
ſuality can ibe contented: to.cavs: - 
their Portion in his Lifaz)yeta les. 
ciqus/and ſpiritually>manded Chri> 
{tian;bas other thoughis\and«de-. 
fixes, and _ but be follicitous 
>. 


40 ſecure a Future Hopaineſ that Þ 
F- - fhall have a longer date.--Suppole | 
E Satan ſhould come to him, as once Þþ- 
' to his Lord and Maſter, and ſhew 

- him allthe Kingdoms of the Ward: | 


| to ey as > as - thou ory 
\ he would anſwer, .But, what ſhall 
| 1 have. when this Life is ended? 
*  Tho' there:wereno##t/, yet could 
© not 1 be fatisfied if there were no- 
Hope -neitlier: © 'Tis' not? worfh. 
_ the while toilive: in this World af | 
- "there were notan Frermal Life be- 


, : L kideir 07I-cantake little pleaſure 


- .in'theenjoyments of - this Life "if 
-- 2 wereinotfor the ops of: abet- 
E- -i1'Ldid} my cou; haſt banda me 
'  Gunnurtaldikeithy felf,fo mak6me |. - 
EM like ch" land then theu -] 


Wit 2 
ut. 7] 
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The Liſef Faith.” 


C THar kind of \Li KI 3 
(3: yy Soul, that thowliveſts - 7 
Life-of Fiirh,or & Lifeof'Sefe2 
Ae the Comforts-and Enjoymenty 
2 of thisLife pleaſing and'debghetut | 
at \fakes;"1or Tank *hey- ate. 
Tobohr of the loveof thy God/lrid + 
Earneſts of 'greater + 3nd diviner © 
 Bleſfingshereaſtee 3" -Canſt the 4 
veſt! in vhiſelas thy TJzppitieh ] 
Portion "Phefi | expe& not 

- hereifree burz!) A ONE 
{ - Remember- thou: haſt: me y-TE+ ©} 
| eived thy £9” thiags!: Or 'Yas, 1 
; Dol! © SZ | ther : 


3 ther does.nor the. greateſt pleaſure 
' andfarifaction in tacte enjoy ments 


' With thoſe Joys rely 'd in Hea- 
- yen for thee?” When” thou fitteſt 
{ down at. thy Table, is thy Meat 
| only gratcſul.ro thy Taft? Or ra- 
Z ge rho filled withra ſenſe 
- of: Gogs:'Love 'and -Bounty £0 
thee, who-)has-nor.vnly. provided 


ore ſweetly fealt Thee 
,:whenthou.ſbalr be:cal- 


US 

5 - # _—_ 
5. $44 > San Bn 
6. 4 


: Eamb,-and-ear:bread in the. #i ng 


down in,s ſoft and warm-Bed, / is 
;plezſing-to thee: only) hecaule)it 


| euuſe thou: chinkeſt the ſame Love 
3 which has givep theetheſe; Mercies; 
- wall ere dogg, RG Thee: whorn 


4 mp1 & þ : thou 


_ 


_ 


"30 _ Divine Breatbings. "—N 


reſvle- from the C omparing. them 


F Dalleorhuly for: thy Body, .bere;. 
t. will 


led tous. Marriage-Supper of the 
dow. of. Ged ? 1 When thou .lyelt 


el loco thy feſh2-Or rather-be. 


Divine Breathings. 3© | 


| Refichmenrs, where. thou ſhalt + 


nat reſt day nor night from ling- 
ing Praiſes unto thy God? And is 
nor the fore-thought of this ſweet- 
cr than thy. preſent Exjoyments & |} 
Wher'thou goeſt to viſit a Friend, - } 
15 it their Converſation and Society - ? 
that i5'the moſt acceptable'to thee? 
Or-rather the converſing with God 
by them, and enjoying bis preſence 


th them? Ts their Love:and Kind-" | 
*nefs in it ſelf grateful to thee > Or : 
rather asit is an Earneſt and Pledge * 
-of the Love of God to thee? Thi 1 


is, the way to improve all outward - : 
Bteſfings,. and make'them a thou- 
fand times ſweeter 102 trueChrÞ 
ſtan, than the very ſame Etjoy- | 
ments are to others. Yuppolſe two 


_ Young Virgins, one of them the *: 
Prince 1atends to Marry, the other * 


C 4 - not} 


nd 


g " 32 rg Divine Breathinge. 


* thouſands of pounds, buc only as 
IM. bare Gzfz, to be her Portion ; to 


| the other he gives only a- Ring, or 
_ Jewel, but; ſays, Take this, 4s a 


I Pledge of my Love, and. i - ; 2 


{@ that-al that 7 bop hd 
7s thine.” Thus does God of ens 
| the Man of the Warld, and: w 
* .his own Children : Or rathe 


j Soos 'by. Ketar; ; to the latter 
. only . gave T 's., and. ſent the 
ry pur $0.4 


I 4 "75 \- I bh 
' "Lord let .me have a portion 


; the good _ things uf a Ports Life, if 


| er. me "me, uot Have: dos ortz0u in: 


- Sloth- 


wn 


brabam with ſac, and his - ft 


[aac he Bae al that 


not : To the. one he gives ſeveral } 


* . . " 
I EE ee III EF. = 
1 


£7 . . 
1 


br  SNProporr ne 


* feeping Or toget G pe he 
£: "Lite 


and Le ?, 


Ind the. "Reward, 
Dolt thou! hope | ro vin 


EE : l 


nour , [m1 nortalit y. and,krernal. * 

by doing not A -þ 1] 
beſt of thy Services cannot deſerve 
Heaven, yet farely Heaven” will -! 
deſerve the beſt of thy Services, : 
the pg of thy pains and Ks 
.gence btain. tt; np ,qne+ E 
wy bo! KF 
froin. Goc erUes | 
wore. on rhee hs be. Teceies. 4 
YL why wilt thou be negligent in--] 
C5 the - 


z be Servite Us fach a Maſter; : Thou 1 
F halt not- farve him-for nought - | 
3 kay he will give Grace and Glory, | 


E thing will he with- 
Y told from hogs Ne walk upright- 
Z Þ; , from them that ſerve him di- 
| -Iigently.”- O therefore fit not here | 
 *all- che day. idle, but fall to. work 
- "in earneſt, labour diligently, and _ 
» abt-not of thy Reward... .- 
ord, quicken me accordiog to 
-word, and do thou, work in 
'me both to will and to do of Cd 


we es. 


WE”. 1.5 ey 


Sp . þ 4 


"7 rue | Riches, 


Khes 'H E Diligene hand Sas 
1-00 rich, ſays Solomon; and it | 
3 a -- Fes in Spirituals as in 7emps- 
; How rich in Grace might 
[nou 


» 1 to 
4b a; 
©Cfh - 


F- F - 


| andvariay of Spiritual Dainties! I 


Divine Breathings. E 5 C 
thou / be,.-O, my Soul; if thou 
would'tt but /abowr for it? What 
a Stock mighteſl thou have-lying Þ 
'by thee, to uſe and employ upon 
_ alt occaſions z-How ich mighteſt - 
thou be in Comfort /.- What a No- 
ble Table mighteſt thou keep, and: - 

daily Feaſt, thy (elf with «plenty 


Oh whar-rich Mines and Treaſures. / 
migheſt thou [find and- poſlels if ; 
thou would'ſt but be at-the. pains I 
todig for them! Some Riches in- | 
deed are tro be found inthe: very 
Surface of . Religion ,, but., what ? 
greater ſtore, and how. mich more - 
precious.are there within ? Oh loſe ? 
nothing for. want of Diligence. 
Thou canſt never be rob'd.of. this ? 
Treaſure. _ This Coin will be-Cur- 
rant. 1n another World, and thou... 
mayeſt carry it with-thee into E-.- 

_—_— Lord, 
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 MATHY wile thou be aſth6ft 
= 4's ed (O: my Soul 
L - Tot Wak of 'Spitirual Food, when 
| thert'is fo "mudf precious ' Mania 


| of which thow mayſt have thy 


| Pais to gather it. Sceſt thou not 
| Koo gathering it apace, and re- 
3 -; with their "Omers full -of 
it; feeding heartily upon it to 
* their tinſpeaicable- Joy -and Cant- 
" fort? Oh how does it noutiſh and 
| ſtrengthen them! How does it 
4 make them thrive and be fat vm 
* well- 


, F >. 


WO. 


[bs + ke Poor it Spirit, 
 BatLicti i Grace hereand i in Glury 


' liesſcattered routid aboutthy Terr, 


3 fill; 7 if thon wilt bur 'be at the © 


—c _ 


- alli! ON: dop"tarte + 


their very" Conntynances.  This'is 


d not ſuch /ight Food a&the World 4 


imagines 4r makes" thentheatty Þ 
and Nrong-for-the Service of God, | 
It (makes them "run 4h nor be -- 


weary, and'wilk and not-be faint. 


No'wWorider thou atr' fo faint-and L 


| feeblet%fiowodder thowirr-fountl 


\ 
: 
4” 
i} 


; ſ6tittle frength tofight the Lords | 


_ If thou had{F eaten freely of- 'this ; 
* rig titeſh -thow'ha 


aid IRIS, atd haſt nv mind to- © 
thy Work ;/ no-Wwonder thoti-hiſt - 


Battles wherr thou - haſt been "ſo + 
long Faſting How riuchygrarg 


4 Slaughter ml zhreſt thou have : 


made of "thy ''s nritual Enemies, 


Honey y +: What * «peſt PF is -- 
e made in thy . 

Fa to Heaven, and with how ; 
much chearfulneſs mighteſt thou: } 
Mave run the Race that is ſet | 
before - 


23 | Divine Breathings. 


and. eat, 'again and again, '. or elle 
the Journey will. be 200 great. for 


3 thee, How'canſt thou;work ifithou | 


_ doſt-not'ear?. Or how: canſt thou 
| expect.1to. cat. if=, thou. doſt ; not 
| work? Thbo' this Bread-be: rained 
|, from. Heaven, Yer: will not..drop 
| -anto. thy mouth of "its. own accord. 
* la the ſweat. of thy. brows: muſt 
| thou carn, (eventhis.). thy Bread; 
: = ruſt in. the. Lord, -in the. uſe 

Ti means, and Yenly thou ſhalc.be 


Tod i 3H me to hunger oF 


thirſt after Righteouſgels, (and that 
will .put me.upon endeavours aft- 


| Wh thee, if thou:hadſi.ted hear: 
b -nily of * this Angels Ford! Ariſe 


| 4 ir) and then L ſhall be leY- 8 if 


The Beft Parediin 


£? My Soul.! would'Qt ho be 1 
ar cal Chr iſtiary, and happy | 


here a5 well as: hereafter2..'Then | 
 chuſe.God for thy. only: Portion-in {| 
the Land of the:living;-.\Seek-thy  } 
Felicity.in bin only, and::let-no- 
thing in the. World ftand': in com- - 


petition: with him. -And+dont | 
deceive thy ſelf with zbiuting.thou 


' doſt ſo. (ip the general )\-whileſt 1 


_ - earth and things below. have-ſo 


much of thy fn Love and At- . 


fe&ion ; but be ſure thou'beeſt-in 


earneſt, that. when thou. comeft to 
be tryed (in. any. particular.J--it 
may evidently appear both tothy 


| felf-and others. + There is no dab 


lying in the ae, nor hanging in * 
2 Juſpence . 


F eberween Heaven and Earth: 
LY Ns, that will never do; but” as | 
Elijah ſaid to. the People of ms [ 
How long halt ye Bermiven 3 God te 


| bow? If the Lord" be God 

| bim;" but 7 f-Baal be God,” 11h . 
dow ibim 30, if God, nd Hr, & 
_ and. Eteennl* Glory be the” chief 
| Goods/ſeck:'them;* burton | 
| thinkeſtthe Workd) bind the F72h, | 
- andiirs-ſhort Pleaſures better; then | 
ſeelÞ then, and Tet ' rhe othr 03 | F 
| but:nover-flateer*thy (elf' with'the | 
| hapes'of- enjoying Both,- for a 6. * 
| redly thou wilt be' miſtaken, arid F 
be (af thow goeſt of) thy Error will - 
| be#faraland Paths : There- 
4 fork: make a final'determinare Re-. 
. Jolution, and let norking draw thee 
; 8 from it 

| And is it hard -to determine in | 
| -the caſe? When Zife- and De, : 


ER HBSS one Yoga ns, 3 EE Se AE TASEtR 7 Re. . "Y 
VEN , Rey / <4 6224 4 OS ITT AX; 
" —< he 

Diwine + Breat | - + 4 
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: 


| God and. the World,, Heaven and 
6 Earth e ſet before. thee, is 1 it hard 

' to. make, thy Choice>-<Is:Earth ſo 
loyely,, — che Eleſhrſo charming, | 
' and tear Dohighes and Pleafures.lo If 
| ok. and Firs ſo ſure,and laſts 1 
{7 ATF chem more -dligible || 
r ones 2.1;No,- Nez E || 

i thay: 4 


fra hgain Frng;it im hin, 
nay. ,; infinitely: more; than thou 

wit. deſfre or conceive}; +He will 
fg "fyand rejoycingy in\Proffies = 
| rity, 


* 
hs, 
I m_—_—_ 
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£ rity, thy ſup port and comfort \ ty AL 
| verfity. He will fill thay with 


Joy "ani Comfort even inthe 

 WidfF of! all oourward "Troa\les : 
and AffiQtions. He will be a fore 

help in time'of weed: 4hd Farnd by 

thev when all the World forſates 

- thee.” He" will be frerable ſup- 

| ly ly e&aſl op Waries/and neeeſſcies 


"yr 


| 


FIT WH: SKIISt © 7 EIY 
Y "A *X thou eohiſnor douby 
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| and prov ty; with 
| thy ru of his Goodies, rep 


iS, Yepz> 
at-his Deal and" ingrati- 
 #ude for his" wmh hy Worwith- I 
| ftanding thou'haſt” ſo oft forſakes | 
| Him'the SEAL of "ROE Wa 


PT 


| Diedve Breathings. 


Cifterns, which have proved bro- 


| ten Ciſterns that would hold. no 


Water: ( For thou haſt experienced. 
enough of Earth roo, 'to'let- thee. 
. fee-its' vanity, 'and feel/tirs via 


' tions, and *to convince - thee that 


all. things here below, even” the. 
3 beft of: earthly. Commlotts"afe fits 
_ ting and wncertain;\ and riot only: 
©]. unſatisfying but rormentingandthen 
| ſurely:very. yafit to-be'chioſeniand* 

| reſted" in*a6 thy" Felicity) Nots 
withſtanding (Fay): thou haſt fo. 
| often;:runcaway-. from Goa; and 
| fought Reft,- and Happineſs; and: 
 Conrenrment: in” the' Creature, hg 
+ has only ler thee-alone'n while*to 
| taks thy choicegharthow man 
ſmerr' little for. thy:Folly and: * 
then*as ſoon as thow haft returned 
ro Ro -he has received thee, "uid 
(vw cerned | 


— 


ter; and haſt "digged' to' thy ſelf | 
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"Divine Breathinge. 


d. all-thy: Troubles ,: and 
— given, thee ſtrength to bear them, 
- 0c ___ TAEg: Kcliverance out .of 
NH Top 
s And now okk thou think chav 

zen. thou . forſakeſt - the World 
4 thy. heart-and- affetions ) and 
,him only: for thy: Portion; 


- ſuch a thought would: be [{unwors 


£ — who ri ae or Joſeſt ;for 


ing, more-tale!aloog wick thes 
| ior-thyComtors, "Hes Portion 
| 2i0k0es inever-be- loft or. takew 
thee» v1 Friends nay:':take 


- that he will.deceive.thee2» No, tio; | 


tf job reg) adn rather, with | 

IG, 4 ra -ruiyto 

r: thee. ra _ 
1 as 


TY 8 
1 L | 


kin, 4hou-wile-find it-abundantly |: 
dupplyed is-and:4y;him-! And one - (| 


_ them» | 
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| - come Straxgersif not Enemies ;and 
Enemies may 'take away-mbſt of 


Divine Breathings. W 
\ them ſclves away from thee,and be- 


thy outward Comforts; (tho*nei- 
ther of theſe withour his permiſſi- 


Ot) but neither Friends nor Ene- 7 


mes, neither Mex nor Devils can 
takeaway thy God,Nay,even Death 


it ſelf,- which will deprive” thee of I] 
all other things, cannot rob thee of 


this Treafure, but on the contrat 


will bring thee to a full. poſſeſſion 1 


- and enjoy ment of it. #4 
' Lord! bethou my Portion-in'thi 
Tri -of rhe Living, and 1 tine 


EP chuſe thee, Bat nike" ibappear | 


. (it will thereby appear) that t Wy 


haſt choſen me. 1 am too apt to ex» } 
pet more Happineſs and Content- Þ 
ment from Creatpres than they are } 
-_ ever able to afford-me; but from }J 


thee I can never expett the thou- 
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to find. Iam too apt to fancy. and | 
4magioe greater Excelencies inthe 
Creatures thin are.really in them, - 
but thy. Excelencies and Perfettions 
are- tar. 'bey ond: my. higheſt Come 


”_ 


- be thou pleaſed to manileſt | thy 


nd. the richneſs of my entiow 
in.thee.) .25 0, make me firg. wich 
| phe: gh 71 Te lines axe fatlen.to 


4.4 Divine Breathivg Ne = ws : | 
} Jepdeh part i of what. I irall-be ard: bm 
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ceptions , end ſuch.as. [hall never. 
be able fully. to comprebend. Vet - 


V2 to me..as..thou..ulctt to do:to 
þ. F<" that. love. thee, agd by ſhall 
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- power to'think. Oh let-not Sin or + 
1] 'Vamity deflower and: raviſh: thy 


— 


— ”— >. em— 
” 


_— —_—_— —_ 
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OCCASIONAL | 


Reflections, 


z 
- 


— ; 


At my firt Waking an the | 
Morning. 


1 OW, Omy Soul, mount- } 

up like the generous |] 
 * Lark, and fſing"Praiſes }] 
'. unto thy God. His but fit-that | 
| he ſhould have the Firſt-fruits of 
1 'thy Thoughts (this day and every | 
day )*from whom thou haſt-the 


D Virgin» 


4 


F > Ny Occaſional Refleflions. : 


- Yirgin-thoughts ; doſt thou think 


* the polluted remainders will be ac- 
| ceptable to thy injur'd Lord and 

Husband? And is it not as eafie to 
caſt the firſt glance of thy waking 
chonghts upon God as-.upon... the 
_ 


hola erudge fo long a ſleeping 


time, which has kept thee fo 9.4 f 


from thy Beloved; and as ſoon as 
ever thou awakeſt thou ſhould'ſt 
* ſeek him whom thy Soul loveth. 
' And yet how often has he ſtood 


_. at the Door knocking, #:/ his head 


was filed with the dew, and bis locks 
with the drops of the night, Cant.s. 
2. and thou haſt refuſed to riſe 
and” open to' him; nay, worſe 
* "than fo, when thou haſt riſen and 
| * opened, thou haſt let in Sz», and 

hurt out thy Saviour! Thou haſt. 


Jet 1 in thy Ememy and ſhut out thy | 
Friend ! 


». 


Oge would think thou | 


[ 
{ 
| 


| 
| 


"Occaſional RefleSiions. 51 © 


Friend! Is this thy kindneſs to - 
_ thy Friend ? Is ths Love? Is thy 
the returk thou makeſt for all - 


which he has doxe and ſuffered for” 


thee? For all his Patience and Long- 
ſuffering towards thee? Has he - 
. only deſerved this at thy hands > * 
Oh! bluſh and be aſhamed of thy -? 
Ingratitude and Folly ! that thou 
ſhouldeſt be fo fooliſh and unwiſe, * 
as thus to requite thy Lord! And 
let his goodneſs and long-fuffering ! 


lead thee rg Repentance.  O.beg 


of him that he would put his hand + 
in by the hole of the door, that thy 


bowels might be moved for him - 


and that thou may ſt ariſe and open 
to him before he (being grieved © 
with thy unkindneſs) has with- * 


drawn himſelf, Cant. 5.4. ' And O 
long after - ſuch a frame of Spirit 


_ as that of David, when he ſaid, 
D 2 How 4 


| 52> Occaſional Reflections. | 
' How precious are thy —_ wnto 

"me, O- God! When 1 awake I am 
' fi] with thee, Plal. 139.17, 18. - 


—_—_— 


hh — 


- Vpon the Enjoyment of the Compa- 
| on of a Friend, for two or three 
hours, which was too pleaſing and 
delightful to me. 


J3LUSH and be aſhamed, O 
1 my Soul, that thou ſhould'ſt 
be ſo much pleaſed and delighted 
With any thing here below, tho' | 
| never ſo ſweet and 'gratefu). Has -| 
> God ſent thee ſuch a Friend to' be 
a Compamion for thee, and to 


| help, and dire, and" comfort thee | 


in thy paſſage to the Heavenly | 

Canaan, and wilt thou beſtow that 
' Five atid Complacency upon him, 
Which thou” oweſt bnly ro thy 
ES: God 2 © 


3 


— 


— _ 
RA 
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| 


God 2 Canſt thou be fo much plea- _ 


| Kingdom? O conſider whether 


Enjoy ments. Is ths. to a& like 


Occafional. RefleTions. 53. * 
ſed with - thy Zz», and with the - 
Entertainments thou meeteſt with | 
in the way, as almoſt to forger-the 
Home thou art Travelling ro? 

We uſe to fay, Home's home, tho 
it be never fo homely : What think- * 
eſt thou then will z#at Home be2> 
That houſe not made with hands, | 
eternal in the Heavens that Mane * 
fron prepared for thee ! that Immor- 
tal Inheritance !. that ingdom, # 
Glory ! And wilt thou prize. and 
value any thing here below before 
and above the hopes ( which than : 
pretendeſt to- have) of ſuch x .. 


thy Praftice agrees with thy Pre- 
tences or not, whileſt thy Heart 
is ſo taken up with theſe Earthly 


one- whaſe Converſation is. in Hea- 
D 3. ven 2 


| 54 Occaſional RefleSions. 
| ven? Is this a fign thy Aﬀetions 
* are ſet on things above Is this 
| Carriage becoming one whoſe fe/- 
| lowfhip 1s ( or ought to be) with 
| the Father, and with his Soy Feſus © 


| aſhamed of this thy Folly ; and 
Whenever thou art again tempted 
| to over-value Earthly Enjoy ments, | 
| ſay, Ariſe and depart, for this is 
' wot thy Reſt, Micah 2.10. Tho”. 
this place be pleaſant, yet ill 
\ this is not Heaven : tho! theſe 


| they come far ſhorr of as exceed. - | 
e4 weight” of Glory : tho' the So- 
ciety ' of ſuch a Friend be very 
| . delightful, yet ſtill zo be with C ut. 
is far better. 


"BUT Ah Lord! how little 
| has my carriage and behaviour 
towards 


- Chriſt 2 Surely no. O then be - | 


* Enjoyments be ſweer, yet till | 


Company in half rhe time which 1 


. and fſatisfattion2 Oh do thou raiſe | 


in raiſing'them. * As he'taid,” Lord, 


clean, Matth. 8. 2. $2 [may ay, : 
| Tore if thou wilt, thou canſt make 


Occafronul Refleion Tions, 68 3 
towards thee, how little” has *it | 
been like One that does really be- 
lieve all rhis ! How often when'T | 
have come into thy Preſence (in - 


Prayer or Meditation) how often 
have I been zir'd and weary of thy. | 


I* have ſpent. in the Company*ef - 
this Friend with ſo *muchdehgti 


my Aﬀeions from this Earth, 
and'bring me-into a_nearen'Com- 
munion with Thee, and then Ly J 
ly T ſh6uld not delighe'ſs muchſſn- ! 
the ' Creature.” ' Tho? my" Heart | 
and Aﬀe&ions be 'naturaly; bein | 
upon theſe inferiour Objects; yer * 
Oh fhew forth thy Aliighty Power 


if thou wilt, "thou canſt' make" me 


D 4 "We 


os  Occafiunal RefleSions. 


| me Heavenly. Oh let .me find 


- arid. feel _ Experience the: truth 
* of--this upon my. Soul! And. do 
./ Shou enable: me. for. the - future to 
| Walk as becomes the Goſpel. of 
| Teſus Chrif?, ſo' that tho' for a 
* While my dwe/ing and abode be 
* upon Earth, yet my Converſation 

rad be: in Zeaves. | 


. 


A 
ao 


— Open Winding up a Watch. 


 £ 
"I 
K - 


3 thivgs,” yet I never (or very ſel- 
© dom) forget ro wind up my Watch. 
" And I. have. oft! wonder'd. at. it, 

* that tho'I be never ſo intent upon 
- -Other things, yet as fure as | riſe 


- inthe Morning, and go.to bed at . 
Night, ſo ſure.l am to. remember _ 


| ahi ey BUT 


| F. HAVE obſerved, [that tho'1 | 
2 am forgetful enough of: other * 


[ 


7. Occaſional Refleftions. 57 . 


BUT alas, how negligent.am 
I io the mean time of my Spzri- . 

| Fual Watch! How little carttul 
| am l to. keep it gozwg continually? ! 
How often do I let it fa# and ſtand * 
ſtill, and when it does go, | how | 
faint 'and [ſlow are its Motions? : 
When I am alone in my Study, - 
or awake in my Bed, I can hear ? 

| my Watch go apace, but alas, in 
the mean time how faint and ldn- 

_ guidare the motions:'of my Soul ? 
- Heaven ward? Surely. if 'I 'was-. 
.bur as careful every Morning: to : 
wind up my Afﬀettions Heaveil- : 
-wWard, by the earneſt 'and lively 
.Exercife of Faith and Love, 'Defire - 
and Zope , Foy and Thankfulnefs : * 

| O how vigorouſly would the Puſſe * 
of my Soul beat all the day after! 
What Heavenly Breathings , and 
| D 5 Pious - 


+ 0. OS IO © OE OO " -- 


| pious Ejaculations would continu- 

* ally be breaking forth? And tho' 
* When I am among{t the croud and 
* moiſe of the World, and the vain 


- Concernments of it, I cannot fo 


| 6B Occaſional RefleSlions. 


| well perceive whether this my _ 


- Spiritual Watch go or not; yet 
- no-ſ{ooner am I our of- that: hurry, 
| and retir'd alone, but then I might 
eaſily diſcern it again. O that my 
Soul were always in ſuch a frame! 
Oh that the continual ext of my 


Soul was towards God and Heavey, 


_ and that it was pain and grief 'to 


' me to think of any thing elſe! | 
* But alas! -what a great deal of + 
pains muſt I-be at to wind up this. 


-and then-how quickly is it.down | 
' again! het 


O LORD! | 


-dull and- earthly Heart of mine, | 


| 


| 


| Occiftonal Reflblions. - 59 k. 


© LORD! do' thou! ſer the. 
| "Wheels of my+ Soul a going, and- 
| {make me like the Chariots of "dans 
-zadi6b, - \Put- Life. into me, that: I 
may move. more conſtantly' and 
= towards thee, and ſtrike | 


| the Wheels yg . more. | 
| to: wr: and 4s o)- wan] 
| I 34 © + : | "y4 | =} re) ft 
| — | — —— ——_——_— — ——_ 

jo A C ontinuation.. 


| 7 Col W -many more: ' latty- I 
” A tions might this Watch at- | 
-  -ford\me>2 When I wind it up»in | 
. the. Mornivug I may: think, (My 
| tWatchhas kept; going/call: this - 
Night © (as Lſcc bythe Motion'of 
| -the-Hand)) but Ekhave been: ina * 
ſottiſh, ſenſeleſs ſleep, and — 4 


| unſerviceable. either to-- Go 
nur: Man: . 


* Go Occaſional. Reflebizons. 

Man. And therefore what reaſon 
 \ have-I to ſpend 'this' day {and 
- every day )- to the-utmalſt of 'my 
Power for the Glory of God, and 
[the good of my own'and others 

Souls ? When 1 look at it again ar 
* Night, may it not fuggeſt to me 
| Fach thoughts as theſe 2 Here are 
Now ſo many.' hours paſt .away 
fince I look'd at it laſt, which can 


| IT done for God or my Soul all 
this time? Theſe hours were not 
| -iven me'To, pleaſe:my/Flebiin,br 
| -to' ferve my Seff (in, but -tofſerve 
- 1God: in; and [how littie-of this 
Work: have Igone ? Fmt ibe-ac- 


never be recalled; but what have _ 


| *vountable:rfor; every moment./6f | 
| tchis time] neither amiiſtT think fo 

; reſeape” withy 'the' bart /oforg:bly:Re- 
| ward; burdhaibbe itfo:pan;/bed for | 
any Zell Burif my: Conſcience | 


more of my weary Pilgrimage paſt - 


' gaili, and: am; got fo much near» | 


ber my days, that: may. bo 


acquit me that [ have made it my 
bufineſs to ſpend this day to God's : 
Glory, then may 1 with. Joy--and 
Comfort thiak; Here 1s one day ; 


over, which: will never core Þ- | 
emy Journey '16nds; ne ant” 


$2273 4 
+}? | 
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: LOR D: teach ane fo to num» < 


-my.jheart-+to :true-Waſdorn. - : 
make:me' :{o wile, -.as $9 Live:ty : 
day,n fo:95s 1: maywwith comfort * 
Die 10 morrow; \and\abip; me i & 
wait-ail: the days'\ef* Waapponeg 
r1me.,. <li my ha \ 
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x pon oy Hnds iſpoſedneſs to write 


Fo a Friend. 


e * hs SY 


© W ſeldom i is it that I Cant 
get into a Humour of Wri- - 
| | "ting ; and if not, how dull-and- 
| lifeleſly do I perform it? And 
| what a fad thing it is, that "the 
* Service of God, and the [mprove 
| thent of my own and my-Friends | 
3 es muſt depend and? wait up- 


" Dn-imy Alunonrs: Is the Love: of 
God, "the Fay 


2 $*Q 'of Heaven, the Fa- 
: nity of: en World, —_ the: worth of 
5 Tau, th eſs:of. Grace,the 
Ho Sis, m_ Sufferings of 
1 = the Priviledges of the | 
l += nanny (with many more) are | | 
all theſe ſuch dry and barren Sub- 
| jets, that I can find ns 
| ay 


' Occafional RefleStions. 63 | 
ſay of them? Is it not rather a | 
ſiga that I 'am too little conver- =4 
fant with them? 


CAN I be ſenſible of the Zove 
of God in Chriſt to me, and not 
break forth into paſſionate returns * 
of Love and Praiſe to him? CanT 
think of the Foys of ' Zeaven, and : 
by Faith look on them as reſerved : 
for me, and can I be ſilent? Can 
I ſee and experienc@the Yanity of | 
the World, and not perſivade every | 
one T'converſe with to-make ſure : 
for a berrer ?:Can I ſeriouſly think * 
of the worth of Sonls, and yet take 
"no more pains to ſave them frorh 
eternal Ruin? Can'l ſce'and know 
the preciouſneſs of ' Grace; afid yer 
not ſtrive to'cheriſh' arid 'inerealk | 
it where I find it, and do my ut} 
moſt' to perſwade others to = " 

n: 


| 64 Occaſional Refleions, 
2 Can I ſee the finfulneſs of Sin, and 
- not declaimiagainſt it > Can I be 
| affected with the Sufferings of my 
| dear Redeemer, and yet not let 
0c paſſionate. Exclamation drop 
| trom my Lips or Pen? And yet 
+ nat-forſake thoſe Sins that Cruci- 
| fie him afreſh? Can 1 know and 
| underſtand the Priviledges of the 
| Saves, 20d believe that they be- 
: to me, and not.rejoyce in 
them, aod ſhaw them unto others? 
* Would not m y.dilence tather. per- 
wade others tac Lama S$:ravger 
b £0: moſt of . theſe things *.-O:how 
far do 1 come\ſhort ofiliving up.to 
' the. Profeſſion 4 make! -How little 
| farce has:the Loye of Chriſt. upon 
Me £9:cooſtrain me? Sarely if 1] 
lid -but \conſider and wwe, upon 
"theſe things, the fire mould burn, 
od-.I could Not ; but. ſpeak the 
aq _ things 


Occaftnel RefleShione. 65, 
things which I have feen,and K... ? 
and experienced. 


LORD! take away. this dul-- * 
neſs: and. indiſpoſition of Spirit, 
and. let' me feel the Motions of -! 
thy. Holy Spirit exciting .me to ; 
diligence in the work of rhe Lord, : 
and help me to hearken to them : 
and obey them ; that.I may make * 
it my bufineſs to promote thy Gle- | 
ry, and the good of my. own. and | 
others Souls ;- that in may. | 
ways abounding in the; wor| ”} 
the Lord, knowing that my tar | 
bour ſhall not be 1n- vain. | 


"2 


— 


pen the fnging of Larks.. 


oY HIS Morging I took a : 
walk into the. Fields,: and 


anury 


" 66 Occaftonal Refleions. 
amongſt other delightful Objets, 
| I was very muth pleaſed with the 
| finging of the Birds, and eſpecial- 
=; he Larks,' which I obſerv'd to 
mount and aſcend. towards Heas 
ven, and unweariedly and chear- 
* fully to ſing the Praiſes of their 
| great Creator: 


| T7 apietaly came. into my | 
| thonghts,” that this was'a"very' fre 
| Eimb em of a Chriſtian's Life, whole 
* Oo) erfation is in Heaven /-and 
 Whoſ©AfeGions are (torr things 
-above;” and-whoſe daily Bufineſs it 
* is to ſhew forth the Praiſes of him 
* Who has called him out of dark- 
- "neſs into his, marvellous light. 
| Tho' others)aljke 'the Beaſts of the 
| Field, have their Eyes and thoughts 
always poting.upon Earth and 
3 Frey things, and peta ngy 
x **oq ether | 


| 


| ſeorn and contempt upon the ſordid 


can humbly converſe with his Ma» * 


Communion with him, and it 1s: 


Lam * ll | cmpans VWWS Ow * 


Occafronal RefleGions. 67 : 
either feeding upon preſent ſenſual 
enj2y ments, or ruminating on the' 
paſt, (or fore-caſting for the fu- 
ture, and making provifion for _ 
the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſls rhere- 4 
of;) yet a Chriftian is of a far - 
more noble and generous temper :' 
he 1s daily aſcending apwards it 
his thoughts and aftezons , and; 
lives like one that is an Inhabitant 
of a purer Region; from thence 
he can look down with a pious 


and feculent Pleafures of the de> * 
g-nerate._ World ; there _he _ ap-. - | 
proaches nigh unto his God, and 


ker ; his Work and Employment 1 1S 
praiſing of God, and maintain : 


not. more neceſfary than Sigh 2 
ful. His very Bufineſs 1s his greateſt 
Hap 1 


; | Happineſs, and when he is exer- 
| cifed in that, he is in his Element. 
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from a vain converſation, and. af- 
| fiſt me 1n the performance of that 

| bleſſed Work which I hope to be. 
| employed ja to all Eternity, and 
| haſten the *'time when I ſhall do 
| nothing elle. 
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